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Identifying  1866  Dimes 
by 

John  W.  IVIcClosl(ey 

Distinguishing  between  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  dinnes  of 
1866  has  always  been  a  problem  but  has  become  more  acute  with  the  sharp 
rise  in  price  of  the  Philadelphia  pieces  in  recent  years.  The  problem  is  not 
created  by  any  attempt  to  alter  these  pieces  but  rather  is  caused  by  the  fact 
that  the  mint  mark  on  many  1866-S  dimes  is  very  weak,  so  weak  in  fact  that 
it  is  often  difficult  to  see  the  S  mint  mark  without  careful  examination  and 
for  low  grade  pieces  all  but  impossible  to  tell  for  sure  if  a  piece  has  a  mint 
mark  at  all.  Over  the  years  I  have  seen  many  dimes  listed  as  1866  which 
upon  examination  have  turned  out  to  be  1866-S  with  very  weak  mint  marks. 
Many  such  pieces  have  undoubtedely  been  sold  over  the  years  to  collectors 
who  believe  they  have  the  rare  1866  dime  but  in  reality  do  not. 

Because  of  this  problem  with  the  mint  marks  I  have  attempted  to  find 
other  ways  to  distinguish  these  pieces.  The  reeding  test  as  described  in 
Issue  #3  of  the  Journal  fails  because  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 
pieces  of  this  year  both  have  113  reeds.  The  key  to  identification  is  in  the 
obverse.  Over  the  years  I  have  been  able  to  identify  only  one  obverse  for 
the  1866  dimes  but  two  different  and  distinct  obverses  for  the  1866-S  dimes. 
Close  up  shots  of  the  dates  of  these  three  obverses  are  given  for  your  future 
reference.  Particular  identifying  features  are  given  below. 


1866  Dime  -  Date  appears  to  slope  slightly  upward.  Date  begins  a  little  to 
the  right  of  the  8th  stripe  in  the  obverse  shield.  Left  base  of  the 
digit  1  relatively  close  to  denticles.  Inner  loops  of  the  digit  8 
centered  over  a  denticle. 

1866-S  Dime 

Variety  I  -  Date  appears  to  slope  downward.  Date  begins  under  the  10th 
stripe  in  the  obverse  shield.  Left  base  of  the  digit  1  far  from 
denticles.  Inner  loops  of  the  digit  8  straddle  two  denticles. 

1866-S  Dime. 

Variety  II  -  Date  appears  level.  Date  begins  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  8th 
stripe  in  the  obverse  shield.  Inner  loops  of  the  digit  8  straddle  two 
denticles. 


Of  the  two  1866-S  dies  I  have  found  variety  II  the  more  difficult  to 
obtain.  It  is  impossible  however  to  give  a  rarity  gauge  between  them  since 
auction  catalogues  do  not  distinguish  between  the  two  dies.  Other  dies  may 
exist  for  this  year  but  because  of  the  limited  mintage  figures  this  is  not 
likely.  The  three  pictures  of  the  1866  dimes  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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1866  Dime 


1866-S  Dime  Variety  I 
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1866-S  Dime  Variety  II 


AUTUMN  IN  THE  SHENANDOAH 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE  LSCC  #  159 


...For  your  consideration  and  satisfaction... 


HALF  DIMES 

1839-0  CM.  XF-AU(Dipped). $60.00 

1841-P  XF  32.00 

1845-P  XF  32.00 

1848-PXF.  42,00 

1849/8  XF  58.00 

1852-  P  XF  (Deeply  toned) .  .47.00 

1853-  P  NA  XF  90.00 

1853-P  WA  XF  42.00 

1853-  0  WA-jXF-AU  62.00 

1854-  P  CH.AU  70.00 

1856-  P  XF  (weak  broad  strk)32.00 

1857-  P    VF-XF   .  .12.00 

1857-0    XF-AU  42.00 


HALF  DIMES 

1861-PXF  $28.00 

1863-PVF   135.00 

1866-P  XF  195.00 

DIMES 

1853-P  NA  VF  62.00 


CAPT.  Roy  D.  Ash 
12MWS  Box  575 
APO  New  York  09023 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  .  585-8467 
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A  Rarity  Scale  on  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

by 

Mel  Hatfield 


After  specializing  in  Seated  Liberty  quarters  for  the  past  few  years,  the 
lack  of  knowledge  which  exists  in  regard  to  a  true  rarity  scale  for  this  series 
has  become  more  and  more  evident  to  me.  One  seems  to  have  much  diffi- 
culty locating  many  of  the  coins  priced  as  if  they  were  common,  and  at  the 
same  time  one  is  able  to  find  the  so-called  rarities  in  quantity. 

Probably,  the  most  overrated  date/mjjnt  Seated  Liberty  quarter,  in 
all  but  the  top  grades,  is  the  1878-S  which  is  available  in  quantities  at  all 
coin  shows  and  from  advertisements  in  most  numismatic  publications.  For 
a  long  time  this  coin  was  thought  to  be  one  of  the  "keys"  to  the  series. 
Phooey! !  There  are  plenty  of  them  around.  A  person  could  put  together  a 
roll  in  a  month's  time  from  dealer's  stock  at  the  large  coin  shows. without 
any  problem  (other  than  financial,  of  course).  It  should  however,  be  noted 
when  this  piece  reaches  mint  state  it  becomes  somewhat  rare. 

The  1891-0,  while  not  an  offender  to  the  extent  of  the  187&)S  in  being 
overrated,  is  nevertheless,  in  my  opinion,  slightly  more  common  in  good  to 
fine  condition  than  what  its  catalog  prices  would  indicate.  In  very  fine  and 
upwards  it  appears  to  be  in  more  or  less  proper  alignment  price  wise. 

Of  course,  on  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  there  are  many  pieces  which 
are  true  rarities  and  bring  five  to  ten  times  their  "catalog"  value  at  major 
auctions.  In  my  opinion,  the  major  pricing  guides  we  all  use  are  put  togeth- 
er by  people  who  obviously  haven't  the  slightest  idea  about  "what  is  what" 
in  Liberty  Seated  material. 

The  1873-00  "no  arrows"  quarter  is  a  good  example  in  the  absurd.  A 
year  and  a  half  ago  a  B.U.  brought  $80,000.  Up  to  that  time  only  one 
other  piece  (also  a  B.U.)  had  been  ottered  ai  public  auction  in  the  last 
hundred  years.  Nevertheless,  most  prices  guides  continue  to  list  the  coin 
from  good  through  uncirculated  as  if  there  were  pieces  coming  on  the  mar- 
ket in  all  conditions  regularly! 

When  one  "breaks  down"  the  quarters  by  rarity  he  has  to  first  deter- 
mine what  is  the  most  common  date  overall  and  what  is  the  rarest  date  over- 
all. After  this,  the  task  is  to  properly  list  everything  else  in  relation  to  the 
aforementioned.  In  my  observations,  excluding  the  1873-00  "no  arrows" 
piece, I  find  the  1870-00  quarter  to  be  rarest  overall  with  probably  30-40 
pieces  in  all  conditions.  The  most  common  of  all  dates  I  have  found  to  be 
the  1853  "with  arrows  and  rays"  quarter. 

When  one  discussses  rarity  there  are  many  factors  to  be  considered,  such 
as  some  dates  being  much  more  scarce  after  they  reach  a  particular  grade, 
some  non-proofs  as  rarities  while  their  proof  counterparts  are  readily  avail- 
able for  a  price,  etc..  However,  ignoring  these  considerations  and  concen- 
trating only  on  the  number  of  actual  pieces  in  existence  in  all  grades,  I've 
attempted  to  list  the  four  top  plateaus  of  rarity  in  Liberty  Seated  quarters. 

I  have  not  attempted  to  break  down  rarity  within  these  plateaus,  but 
list  the  pieces  in  date  order.  I  do  not  consider  these  estimates  to  be  absolute 
since  hoards  I  don't  know  about  may  exist.  But,  basically,  I've  found  these 
dates  in  all  grades  to  be  true  rarities  in  the  following  descending  order: 
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PLATEAU 


DATE/MINT 


1870-CC 


II 

III 

IV 


1871-S,  1871-CC,1872-S,  1873-CC  with  arrows 
1842-0  small  date,l 851-0,  1860-S,  1864-S 
1842,  1849-0,  1852-0,  1853  no  arrows,  1872-CC 


Needless  to  say,  one  attempting  to  put  together  a  complete  date/ mint 
set  should  seriously  put  forth  an  effort  to  acquire  the  above  listed  pieces 
whenever  thev  have  the  opportunity  since  they  are  in  the  shortest  supply. 

It  is  hoped  this  has  been  of  some  help  m  at  least  starting  a  revision  of 
thought  regarding  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated  quarters.   Much  more  is 
needed  in  the  way  of  information  and  I  would  welcome  all  comments  and 
criticism. 


The 

Third  Annual  Meeting 
of  the 

Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
will  be  held 
in  conjunction  with  the 
85th  Anniversity  Convention 


American  Numismatic  Association 

at  the 
Americana  Hotel 
in 

New  York  City 
The  meeting  will  be  held  in 
LaLoire  Rooms  #2  and  #3 
from  3PM  to  5PM 
on  Wednesday 
August  25, 1976 


of  the 
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ALL  DATES  AND  GRADES 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 


BOUGHT  -  SOLD  -  APPRAISED 


COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
AUCTIONS  CONDUCTED 


Our  representatives  will  travel 
Anywhere  in  the  World! 


APPRAISALS  FOR: 
Estates,  Banks,  Attorneys,  Insurance  Co's.,  Etc. 

IN  BUSINESS  OVER  40  YEARS! 

WRITE  OR  PHONE  TODAY. 


1  KM  ■  pm 

 i. 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 


31  North  Clark  Street  •  Chicago,  Illinois  60602 
Telephone:  (312)  346-3443 
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A  masterpie<:e 
by  a  master  craftsman* 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  truly  a  master  craftsman.  His  Gobrecht  Dollar  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  ever  created. 

Just  as  Gobrecht  emphasized  quality  in  his  work,  we  emphasize  quality 
when  we  offer  the  coinage  he  designed.  We  have  over  750  high  quality 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  including  the  pictured  Gobrecht  Dollar,  all  valued  at 
over  $150,000. 

In  addition  to  offering  a  wide  selection  and  high  quality,  all  of  our 
seated  coins  are  accurately  graded  and  covered  by  our  grading  guarantee. 
This  means  that  when  you  order  from  us,  you  know  before  you  receive  tfie 
coin  that  it  is  properly  graded. 

So  when  you're  looking  for  a  meisterpiece,  look  for  our  ads  in  the 
leading  numismatic  publications.  We'll  have  the  Gobrecht  designed  coinage 
you  need  in  the  quality  you  desire. 

Steve  Ivy  Raie  Coin  Cow 

The  originator  of  the  guaranteed  grading  •ystem 
2001  Bryan  Tower  •  Suite  2205  •  Dallas,  Tnaa  75201 
(214)  747-9631  •  WATS:  (1)  800-527-4503 


Any  coin  purchased  from  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.,  after  May  1, 1975,  will  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  ANA  Grading  Board.  If  not.  the  full  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  to  the  original 
purchaser  within  30  days  of  the  decision  by  the  Grading  Board.* 

'This  applies  to  the  grade  itself  and  not  to  the  degrees  within  that  particular  grade  (i.e.  Ail  (50)  vs.  Cb.AU(  55))  This  allows  for  legitimate 
differences  in  opinion.  Steve  Iv\i  Rare  Coin  Co  retains  the  option  of  refunding  i>our  monev  or  replacing  with  a  suitable  coin. 
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1873  1873 


BY    HARRY    X  BOOSEL 


The  Centennial  of  the  1873  Halves 


At  the  time  I  first  wrote  about  1873 
half  dollars  15  years  ago,  I  did  not  have 
much  to  say  about  them  because  I  felt 
that  much  had  already  been  written 
about  half  dollars  and  that  I  did  not  have 
too  much  more  to  offer.  Even  when  my 
book  about  the  year  1873  was  published  in 
1960  I  did  not  enlarge  on  the  1873  half 
dollars. 

Now,  however,  I  feel  that  there  is  a 
growing  interest  in  numismatics  (as  op- 
posed to  coin  collecting)  so  I  am  inclined 
to  pass  on  what  I  have  learned  about  1873 
half  dollars  on  their  centennial. 

The  outstanding  half  dollar  authority 
is  still  considered  to  be  M.  L.  Beistle.  In 
"A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
and  Sub- Varieties,"  he  listed  17  half 
dollar  varieties  of  1873  altogether.  Beis- 
tle had  access  to  Colonel  E.  H.  R. 
Green's  collection  and  in  his  half  dollar 
register  he  lists  an  1873-S  no  arrows  half. 
But  his  description  is  so  meager  com- 
pared to  other  details  of  1873  halves  that 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  he  never 
saw  one.  He  did,  however,  say  that  it  was 
rare. 

Rare,  indeed!  My  research  confirmed 
that  San  Francisco  minted  1873  no  arrow 
half  dollars  in  February  1873  (as  well  as 
I873-S  standard  silver  dollars).  On 
March  5,  1873,  one  was  sent  to 
Philadelphia  for  assay  purposes.  The 
rest  were  not  issued  by  the  time  the 
weight  of  the  half  dollar  was  changed  to 
correspond  to  the  effective  date  of  the 
Coinage  Act  of  1873,  April  1, 1873,  so  they 
could  no  longer  be  legally  issued  and 
were  remelted  (along  with  the  1873-S 
dollars).  At  least  none  now  exist,  even  in 
the  Eliasberg  collection. 

The  1873-S  with  arrows  half  don*ir  is 
available  even  in  uncirculated  condition. 

The  Carson  City  half-dollars  without 


arrows  are  fairly  scarce  even  though 
over  1(X),000  were  minted  in  the  first 
three  months  of  1873,  because  most  of 
these  were  also  remelted.  In  uncir- 
culated condition  it  is  rare,  only  about 
three  or  four  are  known.  Mine  was  auc- 
tioned last  year  wfth  my  collection  and 
even  though  the  Guidebook  showed  only 
$450  in  uncirculated  condition,  mine  sold 
for  $2,100!  It  was  a  gem!  None  have  been 
offered  in  uncirculated  since. 

The  Carson  City  1873  half  with  arrows 
is  available  and  Beistle  only  shows  a 
minor  variety  concerning  the  location  of 
the  arrows. 

Now  we  come  to  the  Philadelphia  half 
dollars  of  1873.  Although  Beistle  lists  10 
varieties  of  Philadelphia  half  dollars  of 
1873  (besides  the  two  proofs)  I  would 
classify  them  into  only  five  major 
varieties:  two  without  arrows;  the 
famous  Closed  and  Open  3's  and  three 
with  arrows;  large  arrows-small  arrows 
and  the  quadruple  stripe  shield. 

The  quadruple  stripe  shield  is  quite 
scarce  and  it  is  my  discovery.  Apparent- 
ly it  was  unknown  to  Beistle  since  he  did 
not  mention  it.  It  is  the  bottom  one  on  the 
accompanying  photo  which  was  the  very 
first  photo  and/or  description  of  it  ever 
printed.  The  Seated  Liberty  half  was 
minted  frwn  1839  through  1891  at  the 
Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Carson  City  Mints. 

There  were  53  years  of  Philadelphia 
halves,  21  years  of  New  Orleans  halves, 
21  years  of  San  Francisco  halves  and 
nine  years  of  Carson  City  halves.  TTiere 
were  many  varieties  among  these  years 
and  even  with  the  hundreds  of  obverse 
dies  that  were  used  from  1839  through 
1891,  only  one  single  die  was  naade  ythere 
the  bars  on  Liberty's  shield  came  in 
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groups  of  four;  all  the  rest  were  in 
groups  of  three.  It  is  readily  discernible 
on  the^photo  as  an  1873  half  ^lollar  with 
arrows. 

Of  the  1873  half  dollars  with  arrows, 
the  one  with  the  smaller  arrows  is  the 
scarcer.  The  quadruple  stripe  half  also 
has  small  arrows.  Although  Uie  1873  half 
with  arrows  is  a  popular  type  coin,  the 
1873  half  without  arrows  is  the  scarcer  of 


the  two.  At  the  end  of  this  article  I  will 
append  the  complete  accurate  coinage 
records  of  all  1873  half  dollars. 

Beistle  did  mention  Closed  and  Open 
3's  in  the  1873  Philadelphia  half  dollars 
without  arrows,  but  made  no  mention 
about  relative  scarcity  other  than  to 
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show  four  dies  with  Closed  3's  and  only 
one  die  with  the  Open  3.  The  four  Closed 
3  dies  included  the  proof.  (All  1873  coins 
with  arrows  including  the  proofs,  have 
the  Open  3's). 

The  1873  no  arrows  Philadelphia  half 
dollar  with  the  Open  3  is  very  rare.  In 
over  20  years  of  intensive  searching  I 
found  only  two,  and  both-were  sold  in  the 
auction  of  my  collection  last  spring.  One 
was  uncirculated  and  brought  $800 
despite  Trends  and  Guidebook  values  of 
$135.  (I  have  many  times  offered  double 
their  values  to  the  contributors  of  these 
lists  but  got  no  takers). 

The  other  was  very  good/fine.  This  one 
I  owned  twice!  Bought  it  originally  for 
$20  (I  already  had  the  uncirculated  one  J 
and  traded  it  to  General  M.  S.  Newton 
for  an  1873  rare  uncirculated  quarter  (no 
arrows-CJlosed  3).  When  the  general's 
collection  was  auctioned  off  after  his 
death  I  bought  it  back  for  $100!  (It  went 
for  $210  in  a  later  sale!) 

When  I  say  I  searched  intensively,  I 
mean  intensively.  Every  auction,  bourse 
and  convention  I  attended  in  over  20 
years,  I  looked  for  the  Open  3  half  no 
arrows.  Whenever  a  nonproof  no  arrows 
half  was  listed  for  sale  in  auction,  price 
list  or  publication  of  any  kind,  I  wrote 
the  advertiser  that  if  it  looked  like  the 
right-hand  1873  on  the  top  of  this  article, 
to  send  it  to  me  and  I  would  remit 
promptly  or  hold  it  and  I  would  send  a 
check. 

Some  even  advertised  1873  Open  3  half 
dollars  no  arrows.  Those  I  sent  a  check 
airmail  with  my  explanation  of  the-Open 
3.  In  most  cases  my  check  was  returned. 
In  all  other  cases  except  one  (the  VG/F 
one  mentioned  above)  I  had  to  send  tne 
coins  back  for  refund.  In  all  these  years  I 
never  found  another  and  I  am  still  look- 
ing. 

Shortly  after  my  collection  was  sold, 
Floyd  Farley,  a  southwestern  half  dollar 
specialist,  wrote  me  and  told  me  he  had 
one.  With  all  the  time  and  money  I  spent 
in  my  search,  I'm  afraid  I  was  skeptical. 
But  he  sent  it  to  me  for  examination  (not 
for  sale! )  and  I  authenticated  it.  It  is  an 
Open  3.  He  has  the  third  one  known! 


By  the  way,  the  masthead  on  these  ar- 
ticles, as  in  my  book,  was  hand  drawn  by 
me  over  15  years  ago  from  the  Closed 
and  Open  3  half  dollars. 

Beistle  says  the  Open  3  half  (foliar 
without  arrows  has  a  lump  near  Liber- 
ty's right  knee.  There  is  a  small  one 
there  but  there  is  a  larger  one  between 
the  knee  and  body  but  on  her  left  leg  un- 
less you  consider  it  on  the  right  as  you 
look  at  her!  Confusing! 

Some  confusion  may  exist  concerning 
the  Qosed  and  Open  3's.  On  some  1873 
coins  the  Closed  3  is  completely  closed 
(Silver  three  cent.  Gold  dollar).  On 
others  it  is  a  comparative  description  in 
that  the  3  is  more  Closed  th^n  Open. 
Again,  look  at  the  masthead  of  this  arti- 
cle. 

At  the  time  I  started  my  research  on 
1873  coins,  the  accepted  figures  for  proof 
coinage  of  1873  half  dollars  with  arrows 
was  500.  My  research  proved  that  550 
were  minted  and  now  that  is  the 
accepted  and  published  figure.  Inciden- 
tally the  1873  dime  and  quarter  proof 
figures  with  arrows  as  well  as  the  1873 
Trade  Dollars  proof  figures  were  all  in 
error.  (Correct  figures  now  being  used 
were  first  published  by  me. 

It  was  my  research  and  writing  that 
separated  coinage  figures  for  1873  coin» 
with  and  without  arrows.  You  will  not 
find  any  publication  prior  to  1957  that 
shows  the  separation.  Here  again  are  the 
true  proven  coinage  figures  of  all  1873 
half  dollars. 

1873  No  Arrows  With  Arrows 

Philadelphia  SOI.IBOO'  1,815,700* 
Carson  Qty  122,500  214,560 

San  Francisco         5,000'  228,000 

(1)  Includes  600  proofs;  (2)  includes 
550  proofs;  (3)  now  unknown  in  any 
collecticHi. 


The  above  article  was  originally 
written  by  Mr.  Boosel  in  1973. 
He  has  given  permission  to  have 
it  reprinted  in  this  issue  of 
the  Journal. 
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Observations  on  Seated  Quarters 
by 

Bill  G.  Carpenter 

I  have  been  very  grateful  at  seeing  a  few  bits  and  pieces  of  knowledge 
concerning  Seated  Quarters  emerge  within  the  pages  of  the  Journal.  In  my 
opinion,  this  series  is  the  least  researched,  most  interesting,  most  over- 
looked, and  most  undervalued  of  all  US  regular  issue  coins.  The  series 
abounds  in  coins  with  initial  mintages  of  under  100,000  pieces  --  many  of 
these  less  than  50,000  --  and  only  lately  has  much  interest  been  shown  in 
Seated  Quarters  by  the  coin  collecting  public.  The  Journal  has  been  and  will 
increasingly  prove  to  be  a  boon  to  increasing  and  disseminating  knowledge 
in  this  and  all  other  Liberty  Seated  series. 


HALF  DIMES 

1841-  0   VF+    Porous  $18.00 

1844-0  LG  "O"  Good,  Scr.  Re13.00 

1852-0   Good  14.00 

1853  W/A  VF-XF  17.00 

1857  F-VF  9.00 

1872-S  AU+  Nice  Coin 

Flat   Nose-Lt.   Scrs  70.00 

DIMES 

1839  VF  "E"  Weak  15.00 

1842-  0  F-VF  20.00 


Company  Policy 

Coins  guaranteed  genuine,  10 
day  return.  Coins  removed  from 
holders  considered  sold.  Personal 
checks  must  clear.  Please  send 
want  lists. 
Thank  You. 

Grading  Policy 

We  try  to  be  fair  and  accurate 
when  grading  and  we  welcome 
your  comments. 


DIMES 

1847  Var.  I  Fine 

Sm.  Rev.  Digs  $35.00 

1847  Var.  II  VG+  15.00 

1847  Var.  Ill  Fine  40.00 

1848  Fine  +   15.00 

1856  Large  Date  F-VF 

Sm.  Rev.  Scrs  15.00 

1878-CC  Fine/ AG  Type  II  Re25.00 
1884-SVF  +  CLND. 

Hairline  Scrs  28.00 

HALVES 

1860      F-VF  30.00 

Buying 

We  are  always  interested  in 
buying  nice  materials.  Please 
contact  us. 


MISAMIR  COMPANY 
P.O.  Box  166 
Auburn,  Mass.  01501 
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DELAWARE  VALLEY  COIN 
AND  STAMP  COMPANY 

"A  Trusted  Name  in  Numismatics" 

COINS    —    STAMPS    —  ANTIQUES 
BAZAAR  SHOPPING  CENTER,  STORE  326 
CLIFTON  HEIGHTS,  PA.  19018 
Phone:  215  —  284-0538  or  0539 


WE  BUY  &  SELL  ALL 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
AND  ALL  OTHER  WORTHWHILE 
NUMISMATIC  MATERIAL 

SEND  MATERIAL  WITH  PRICE 
DESIRED  OR  FOR  REALISTIC  OFFER. 
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This  is  my  4th  consecutive  ad  in  the  Journal.  And  frankly  the  response 
has  been  dropping  with  each  ad.  I  think  too  many  collectors  are  waiting  for 
that  bargain  coin  that  is  priced  ridiculously  low.  Those  days  are  nearly  gone 
as  collectors  and  dealers  are  not  letting  much  slip  by  them.  In  fact  many 
coins  which  are  not  scarce  are  being  touted  as  rare  by  some  dealers.  Just 
look  at  the  new  trends  listing.  The  1850-0  25c  has  gone  from  $7  to  $30  in 
good  while  the  rarer  1847-0  ( and  a  host  of  rarer  coins  )  stays  at  $9.  This  is 
absurd. 

My  coins  are  graded  properly  as  my  return  rate  (0%)  will  attest.  I  price 
my  coins  fairly  by  their  rarity  and  true  market  value.  I  do  not  like  to  see  most 
of  the  sold  coins  go  to  dealers  (for  more  mark-up).  Two  listings  ago  I  sold  a 
beautiful  Fine  1870-CC  half  to  a  dealer  for  $225.  What  is  sad  about  this  is 
that  it  was  the  only  order  for  the  coin.  That  price  almost  seems  cheap  now. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  I  pay  postage  both  ways  if  there  is  any  problem  with  my 
coins. 


HALF  DIMES 

1840  WD-Fine..as    rare   as  the 

highly  touted  dime  $40 

1 854-0  Arrows-BU . . Reverse 
planchet  streak  400 

DIMES 

1847  AU-55-h  cleaned. ..still 

an  R-6  coin-suberb  strike  325 

1848  Toned  lustrous  AU-55 

again  an  R-6  coin  250 

1853-0  Lustrous  AU-55..  .another 

R-6  coin  225 

1859-S  Fine  50 

1873  Arrows  AU-55  +  175 

1878-CC    EF  65 

VF-EF  45 

HALVES 

1841  VF-EF  40 

1862  Toned  EF-45+  +  165 

Lustrous  AU-50  cleaned. 

one  obv.  dig  on  knee  200 

1864  AU-50  130 

1872-CC  G-VG  30 

1874-CC  Good  40 

DOLLARS 

1842  F-VF   (cheap). . .  .70 

1847  BU  (luster  on  all  high 

points)  some  weak  areas.  .595 
1850-0  VF  -I-  -I-  (would  be  EF  but 

BER  in  LIBERTY  is  weak. 325 

1856  VG-F  120 

1867  EF-40+  165 


QUARTERS 

1841-0'VF  $30 

EF-45  1125 

1843-  0  Very  Fine  40 

1844-  0  EF-45  porous  but  nice.. 45 
1847-0  EF-45  110 

EF-45  +  sharp  125 

1848  Lustrous  AU-50.. an  R-6 

coin  in  this  grade  250 

1851      EF  95 

AU-50 -I-  250 

1856-0    EF  50 

EF-45  70 

Lustrous  AU-55  +  (date  shift- 
ed far  right). .rare  variety. 400 


+ 


1857-  0  EF  

EF+  

1858-  0  EF-45 + 

1859-  0  EF  

1860-  0  EF  

1870  VF  

Lustrous  AU-50 


.40 
60 
110 
.70 
.75 
.50 


looks  BU 


250 
495 
.70 
,115 


1872  Choice  BU  .very  scarce 

1880  Fine+  

1882  VF  

1886  BU  tiny  planchet  mark 

and  reverse  spot  550 

1889  AU-55 -h  80%  orig  luster... 

lovely  toning  250 

1 891 -0  VG  /  AG -I-  a  cheaper  one 

does  not  exist  50 

Fine-VF... cheap  150 

Brian  E.  Keefe 
1085  Race  Brook  Rd. 
Woodbridge,  CT.  06525 
203-387-0625 
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An  Unusual  1877-S  Half  Dollar 
by 

Emmett  McDonald 

I  have  noted  with  considerable  interest  the  progress  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club  and  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  I  have  collected  seated 
coins  for  many  years  although  my  purchases  in  the  past  few  years  have  been 
insignificant.  However  I  still  have  my  collection  including  the  1836  Dollar 
(In  a  bank  vault). 

Enclosed  is  a  photo  taken  by  ANS  in  New  York  in  1964  of  an  unusual 
variety  of  an  1877-S  Half  dollar.  I  have  owned  the  coin  since  1962  and  still 
treasure  it.  If  you  will  note  in  the  photo  enlargement  of  the  reverse,  the  mint 
mark  is  slightly  double  punched.  However  to  the  left  of  the  regular  mint 
mark  is  a  lightly  punched  S  mint  mark.  It  is  almost  as  if  when  the  mint  mark 
was  being  punched  into  the  die  the  punch  was  just  tapped.  Then  either  by 
design  or;.error  a  heavy  S  was  punched  into  the  die  to  the  right  of  the  faint  S. 

Editor's  Note  -  The  obverse  of  this  coin  is  of  the  no-drapery  variety  and  the 
reverse  is  the  Type  I  or  open  bud  reverse. 
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Civil  War  Quarters 
by 

John  W.  IVIcCloskey 

In  Issue  #5  of  the  Journal  I  mentioned  a  new  reverse  hub  for  half 
dollars  that  was  introduced  in  1860.  It  is  well  known  that  the  reverse  of  the 
dimes  and  half  dimes  was  modified  about  the  same  time.  A  logical  question 
arises,  "Was  the  reverse  of  the  quarter  also  modified  during  this  period?". 
The  answer  is,  "Yes".  However,  the  changes  were  so  minor  that  very  little 
if  any  research  has  been  attempted  so  it  is  really  anybody's  guess  as  to 
what  varieties  may  or  may  not  exist.  The  key  to  identification  of  the  new 
reverse  hub  is  in  the  eye  of  the  eagle.  On  the  old  hub  the  eagle's  eye  is 
negative  or  concave.  In  the  new  hub  the  eagle's  eye  is  positive  or  convex. 
Other  minor  differences  exist  in  the  reverse  lettering  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  design  but  they  will  not  be  discussed  here.  Close  up  pictures  of  the 
eagle  are  presented  for  comparison. 

Numismatically,  the  most  interesting]  feature  of  this  new  reverse  hub 
is  that  while  it  was  introduced  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  in  1861,  the  San 
Francisco  mint  continued  to  use  the  old  hub  dies  through  1865.  This  infor- 
mation implies  that  during  the  Civil  War  era  from  1861  to  1865  the  two 
mints  struck  quarters  from  distinguishable  reverse  dies.  Thus  any  attempt 
to  add  an  S  mint  mark  to  a  Philadelphia  piece  could  easily  be  detected  as 
having  the  wrong  reverse. 

Certainly,  exceptions  to  the  stated  rule  could  exist.  However  because 
of  the  small  mintage  figures  and  my  personal  observations  over  the  years  I 
would  consider  it  unlikely  that  the  new  hub  was  used  at  the  San  Francisco 
mint  through  1865. 

More  likely  would  be  the  possible  existance  of  both  types  from  the 
Philadelphia  mint  in  either  1859,1860,  or  1861.  A  few  trial  pieces  could 
have  been  struck  prior  to  1861  to  test  the  new  reverse  die  for  future  use.  As 
time  passed  these  pieces  could  have  been  given  to  individuals  who  were 
unaware  that  their  reverses  differed  slightly  from  those  in  circulation  at 
the  time.  Such  trial  pieces  could  then  have  been  spent  or  preserved  by 
collectors  unaware  of  the  special  characteristics  of  the  pieces  they  owned. 
It  is  also  possible  that  the  old  reverse  hub  was  used  into  the  production  year 
of  1861  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  With  a  mintage  of  over  4.8  million  pieces, 
the  1861  quarter  has  not  been  extensively  studied  by  collectors.  However, 
even  if  the  old  hub  does  exist  for  pieces  in  1861  it  may  be  many  years  before 
such  a  piece  is  discovered  because  of  the  large  number  of  pieces  available 
on  the  market. 

Unlike  the  half  dollar  issues  I  know  of  no  size  variations  for  the  San 
Francisco  mintmark  on  the  quarters  during  the  Civil  War  era.  All  of  the  San 
Francisco  mintmarks  from  1861  to  1865  measure  1.4  mm.  high,  about  the 
same  size  as  the  lettering  on  the  reverse.  Several  different  reverses  were 
used  during  this  period  however  as  can  be  noted  by  positional  variation  in 
the  mintmark  for  these  years. 

The  two  close  up  pictures  of  the  reverses  of  the  1865  quarters  were 
taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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1865-S  Quarter,  Old  Reverse  Hub. 


1865  Quarter,  New  Reverse  Hub. 
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1847  Dime  Variety  I i 


The  above  picture  of  the  1847  Variety  II  Dime  has  been  included  for 
comparison  with  the  pictures  of  Varieties  1  and  III  that  appeared  on  pages  10 
and  11  of  Issue  #5  of  the  Journal.  Distinguishing  features  of  the  three 
varieties  have  been  included  in  the  article  by  Kam  Ahwash  in  that  issue. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  -TREASURER 

This  past  year  has  seen  a  solid  expansion  of  the  club.  We  are  by  no 
means  "rich"  in  the  treasury  of  the  club,  but,  we  seem  to  be  on  a  sound 
basis  and  growing. 

I  intend  to  give  a  complete  financial  report  to  all  the  membership  in 
attehdance  at  the  annual  meeting  of  L.S.C.C.  at  the  Americana  Hotel  in 
New  York  on  Wednesday,  August  25.  I  hope  each  of  you  can  be  there. 
However,  I  hope  to  give  a  brief  report  in  the  next  edition  of  the  Journal  for 
the  information  of  those  who  cannot  attend. 

In  regard  to  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS  it  is  very  Important  when  moving 
that  you  notify  me  as  soon  as  possible  so  I  can  revise  the  club  records  and 
you  can  continue  receiving  club  related  material  without  interruption. 

Numismatically, 
Mel  Hatfield 
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-•MAIL 
BID- 


OVERDATES 

NEW  DISCOVERY! ! 

1853/4  w/arr.  250 
(VG) 

An  XF/AU  specimen 
(the  discovery  piece), 
sold  at  the  Phila, 
G.E.N. A.  Auction  for 
$2,000  and  was  immed- 
iately resold  for  a 
reported  S3, 0001 ! 

This  new  and  rare 
overdate  (technically 
a  853  over  854)  has 
heen  authenticated  hy 
Walter  Breen. 

NOTE:  Both  coins  are  iDcuar- 
anteed  to  he  as  des- 
cribed. 


OLD  FAVORITE! 

1855/4  w/arr,  50e 
(VG+) 

As  in  the  1855 
250,  this  is  tech 
nically  an  1855  i 
over  an  854  as  I 
all  of  the  last  3 
numerals  have 
been  repunched. 


Mail  Bid  Closes  on 
July  30, 1976. 

Send  Bids  To: 

Bill  Fivaz 
P.O.  Box  88470 
Dunwoody,  Ga.  30338 


ANA  LM-1100,  NECA,  CONE,  BRNA , 
GNA,  ETC. 
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WANT  TO  BUY  ALL  KEY 
SEATED  DATE  MATERIAL. 

All  Grades  Wanted 
1/2  Dimes  thru  $'s 


Key  Date  Material  Available. 
Please  send  Want  List 


MICHAEL  A.  GRAHAM 

PROFESSIONAL  NUMISMATIST 

SPECIALIST  IN  CHOICE 
U.S.  &  FOREIGN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  117 

Sunland,  California  91040 
(213)  353-0206 

A.N.A.      N.A.S.C.      C.S.N.A.  P.N.G. 
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KAM'SKORNER 
by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 
ANA-ANS-ASA-LSCC 

A  question  and  answer  service  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  Please  address  all 
questions  to:  Kam's  Korner,  c/o  Gobrecht  Journal,  5718  King  Arthur  Dr., 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 

Q-    I  have  recently  purchased  a  choice  XF  +  1848  Seated  half.  The  coin  is 
exceptionally  sharp  and  appears  to  have  a  prooflike  background.  Is 
there  any  way  to  distinguish  a  circulated  proof  from  a  regular  issue? 
AJM. 

A.  Yes,  mainly  by  the  surfaces  and  the  edges,  especially  the  edges.  On 
non-proofs  they  will  be  beveled.  On  proofs  they  are  squared.  The 
main  thing  is  experience  in  this  particular  case.  On  some  dates  the 
proofs  and  business  strikes  were  struck  from  different  dies,  thus  hav- 
ing diagnostic  differences  between  them.  However,  for  many  dates 
they  were  struck  from  the  same  dies.  At  any  rate  the  1848  half  is  quite 
rare  as  a  proof  or  a  business  strike. 

Q.  The  above  mentioned  1848  half  I  pur- 
chased at  a  Department  Store  in  Brooklyn 
for $70.  Cheap?  AJM. 

A  Better  go  back  and  see  if  they  have  any 
more.  Yes,  the  price  was  very  inexpensive 

Q-  How  many  1870-CC  halves  do  you  think 
are  around  in  all  grades?  AJM. 

A.     I  think  30  to  40  would  be  a  very  close  figure 

Q.  Recently,  it  has  been  said  that  two  of  the  1853/4  quarters  were  known. 
Now  two  more  have  been  offered  lately.  (1 )  What  is  the  population  of 
this  overstrike.  (2)  Does  the  Eliasberg  Collection  have  one  in  BU? 
(3)  Are  there  any  BU's  known?  SA. 

A-  (1 )  The  exact  population  of  this  variety  is  yet  unknown .  I  have  person- 
allyi,had  7  pass  through  my  hands.  It  will  be  awhile  before  even  an  ap- 
proximate figure  can  be  established.  (2))  No.  (3)  I  haven't  seen  or 
heard  of  any  BU's  yet.  Two  of  the  finest  pieces  I've  seen  to  date  were 
the  discovery  piece  by  W.  Breen,  Lot  78-Pine  Tree  Auction  of  the  Hirt 
Sale,  1975  and  Lot  934-Pine  Tree  Auction,  Feb.  1976.  Both  were  about 
Uncirculated.  A  dealer  in  Iowa  owns  the  first  piece  and  I  own  the 
second  of  these  pieces. 

)  Are  there  any  counterfeits  of  the  1860-0  and1876-CC  double  obverse 
dimes? 


23 


A.  Yes,  fake  mint  marks  (at  least  one  that  I've  examined) on  the  1860-0 
exist.  Mr.  Devine,  in  his  book,  has  examined  a  cast  1876-CC  double 
obverse  dime.  If  there  is  one  there  must  be  others.  I  would  strongly 
advise  anyone  having  any  of  these  dates,  as  well  as  the  1871-CC, 
1872-CC,  1873-CC,  and  1874-CC  dimes,  to  have  them  authenticated  by 
the  ANACS 


Q  I  have  hieard  two  theories  on  the  1865-67  San  Francisco  mint  half  dimes 
which  have  damage  spots  on  the  obverse.  First,  that  these  were  used 
as  buttons  during  this  period,  the  loop  being  removed  and  possibly  the 
skirts  being  reengraved  at  a  later  date.  Second,  that  they  are  spun  cast 
counterfeits  and  the  damage  is  where  they  were  poured.  Which  of 
these  theories  is  true?  KHR. 


A.  The  first  is  partly  true.  There  were  two  ways  that  they  were  used  for 
buttons.  (1)  They  were  put  in  loops  and  used  that  way,  but  I've  never 
seen  any  reengraving  done  around  the  edges.  (]2D  A  piece  was  solder- 
ed on  the  obverse  or  reverse  and  the  exposed  side  was  used  as  the 
ornament.  Many  of  the  half  dimes  of  these  dates  have  solder  spots  on 
them.  Some  people  reengraved  over  the  solder  spot  (unually  poorly 
done)especially  on  the  obverse.  I've  seen  very  few  reengraved  on  the 
reverse.  I  haven't  encountered  any  counterfeit  halt  dimes  of  the 
above  dates. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  regarding  the  1845/3  and  the  1865/3-S  half 
dimes?  Are  they  overdates,  repunched  dates  or  what?  KRH. 

They  are  repunched  dates.  For  the  answer  and  proof  about  the 
1865/3-S  half  dime  see  my  article  in  Clearinghouse  of  Coin  World  on 
March  24,  1976.  As  for  the  so  called  1845/3,  It  is  an  1845/5.  I'm  fin- 
ishing an  article  on  this  for  Coin  World  which  should  be  published  in 
the  near  future. 

Q  When  will  your  new  book  on  Seated  Dimes  be  released?  KRK. 
A  Very  soon,  I  hope. 

Q  I  have  an  1843  half  dime  that  I  can't  attribute  to  Valentine's  numbers. 
Enclosed  is  a  photo  of  this  coin,  the  reverse  die  having  the  most  exten- 
sive die  breaks  that  I  have  seen  on  a  half  dime.  Have  you  seen  any 
similar  to  this?  KRH. 
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A.  Yes,  I  have.  Also  I 've  seen  and  own  several  half  dimes  that  have  many 
more  die  cracks  than  this  one.  This  piece  is  similar  to  N-3;  also,  to 
my  discovery  piece,  A-5;  V-9  which  is  the  same  die  of  Lot  231  of  the 
WGC  Sale,  1945  and  Dr.  Black  Sale  Lot  244-ex  Oliver  1939.  This  die 
best  resembles  V-4  but  is  still  slightly  different  as  the  die  cracks 
appear  in  a  different  spot. 


Extras  —  B  8^  D  grading  with  Sheldon  notation  and  defect  description. 


Seated  Dimes 

1850  XF-40(3  tiny  rim  mks).$22.50 


Seated  Quarters 

1838  VG-8  (dents)   6.00 

1841-0  VG-8  (abrasions)  6.00 

1850-0Fr-2   7.50 

1853  W/A  AG-G-3  3.75 

1854  F-12  (rev.  scrape)  4.50 

1856  VF-25(sm  Scr.  rim  bmp).6.50 

1857-  0  G-4  6.50 

1858  VG-10  6.50 

1858-  0  F-15  (dents)  6.50 


Seated  Quarters 

1860  VG-10  $6.50 

1861  AG-G-3  3.75 

Seated  Halves 

1839  W/D  AG-3  $6.75 

1841   VF-XF-35(obv.  cut)... 30. 00 

1843  VF-XF-35(obv.  mk)...21.50 

1844  Fr-AG-3  5.75 

1856-0    G-4  8.25 

1867-S  F-15  (rim  dig)  15.50 

1871-S  G-6  (rim  chip)  8.00 

1872  G-4  (holed  &  plug'd).  .  .  .3.00 


I  have  other  Seated,  etc.  not  listed  and  am  interested  in  buying  and/or 
trridmg  for  your  Seated  25(2.  7-day  return,  50(1  postage  under  $20,  please. 
Tliank  you.  Bill  G.  Carpenter.  P.O.  Box  U-1781,  University  of  South  Ala- 
bama Mobile,  Alabama  36688. 
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NOT  ALL  COINS  ARE  WORTH  THE  PRICE 


Most  coin  dealers  and  collectors  you  know  want  to  sell  you  genuine,  unaltered 

collectible  coins.  But  all  too  often  the  coins  are  counterfeit  or  have  been  altered  to 
appear  to  be  a  rare  type.  For  example,  many  1916  dimes  have  had  "D"  mintmarks 
added  to  increase  their  value  by  $100  to  $500.  The  same  alteration  has  been  made  on 
thousands  of  1909-S  VDB  cents,  1892  and  1893-S  dollars,  and  1942  over  1  dimes.  The 
targets  of  the  counterfeiters  and  coin  alterers  are  virtually  unlimited. 

In  1972  the  ANA  opened  its  certification  service,  which  is  totally  devoted  to  one 
purpose:  protecting  you  from  buying  bad  coins.  Protect  yourself  by  having  ANA 
Certification  Service  (ANACS)  examine  your  "key"  coins  soon  after  you  buy  them.  If 
they  are  good,  the  coins  are  worth  more  because  you  offera  photographic  certificate 
of  genuineness  with  them  when  you  sell  them.  But  if  your  coins  are  bad,  you  have 
ANA  behind  you  as  you  request  refund  on  your  purchase. 

Is  ANACS  always  right?  In  98.5%  of  the  cases  it  is!  And  if  you  have  serious  reason  to 
question  ANACS's  findings,  the  staff  will  be  happy  to  re-examine  your  coin  at  no  cost 
to  you! 

In  a  letter  or  on  an  ANACS  "Request  for  Certification"  form,  give  the  following 
information: 
Your  name  and  address  (plus  ZIP) 

Description  of  coin(s)  to  include  country,  date,  denomination,  metal,  and  other 
data  (condition,  etc.)  which  you  wish  to  state. 

The  value  of  the  coin,  if  genuine.  (Our  insurance  company  must  have  a  stated  value 
to  determine  its  liability.  This  is  for  your  protection  as  well  as  ours.) 

Enclose  a  check  or  money  order  (payable  to  ANACS)  to  cover  the  costs  of 
authentication,  based  on  your  stated  value  of  the  coin  and  on  the  return  postal  costs. 
Compute  as  follows: 

(1)    Coin  Value  Service  Fee 

$    0— $150  $6.00 
151  —   300  9.00 
301  —   500  12.00 
Over  $500  ...  3%  of  stated  value 
If  an  ANA  member,  state  your  membership  number  and  deduct  1 0%  of  the  base  fee. 
(2)  Postage  and  insurance  for  return.  When  you  mail  your  coins  to  ANACS,  add  to 
your  remittance  the  approximate  amount  of  return  postage  as  determined  by  your 
post  office  clerk.  ANACS  does  not  challenge  return  postage  fees  as  long  as  they  are 
reasonably  accurate. 

SIMPLE  AS  A-B-C!  Prepare  coin  for  shipment,  provide  data  on  you,  your  coins  and 
their  values,  and  enclose  check  for  service  fee  (plus  return  postage  and  insurance). 
It's  all  explained  above. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


CERTIFICATION  SERVICE 
Bo;<  87,  Ben  Franklin  Sta., 
Washington,  D.  C.  20044 
ANA'S  Consumer  Protection  Agency! 
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On  the  Cover 


A  recent  publication  entitled  "Detecting  Counterfeit  Coins"  by 
Lonesome  John  Devine  shows  a  picture  of  an  1876-CC  double  die  dime 
Indicating  that  the  piece  had  been  examined  and  found  to  be  cast  counter- 
feit. Although  I  had  always  considered  my  own  double  die  dimes  genuine  I 
decided  that  I  should  seek  another  opinion  in  view  of  this  new  information.  I 
therefore  took  my  five  pieces,  two  with  a  Type  A  reverse  and  three  with  the 
Type  B  reverse,  to  Ed  Fleischmann  at  Coin  World  and  asked  him  to  examine 
these  pieces  on  behalf  of  the  LSCC.  The  coins  were  weighed,  their  specific 
gravity  taken  and  then  examined  under  100  power  magnification.  The 
conclusion  reached  was  that  all  of  my  pieces  were  indeed  genuine.  The  Type 
B  pieces  in  particular  were  rough  but  they  did  not  exhibit  the  usual  char- 
acteristics of  a  cast  coin.  An  inquiry  was  then  made  into  the  piece  that 
Lonesome  John  had  declared  counterfeit.  We  were  informed  that  unlike  my 
pieces,  the  piece  he  examined  was  indeed  counterfeit  and  that  it  had  been 
confiscated  by  the  Secret  Service. 

Collectors  beware.  Other  cast  copies  of  the  1876— CC  double  die 
dime  could  and  likely  do  exist.  They  would  have  the  Type  B  reverse  and 
more  than  likely  be  in  the  upper  grades  of  VF  and  XF.  If  you  have  a  double 
die  dime  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  have  it  examined  by  someone  who  has 
had  some  experience  with  cast  coins.  Expert  examination  is  particularly 
important  for  this  variety  since  even  the  genuine  pieces  are  rough  and  could 
easily  be  mistaken  for  counterfeits  by  an  inexperienced  collector,  Editc 


MAIL  BID  SALE 
HALF  DIMES 

Deadline  August  1.  Tie  bids  go  to  earliest  Postmark.  High  bids 
reduced  to  10%  over  2nd  high  if  difference  permits.  Next  issue  Dimes,  then 
Quarters  and  Halves.  I  want  to  get  rid  of  my  accumulation,  but  to  complete 
my  collection.  These  are  duplicates. 


LOT 

DATE 

GRADE 

REMARKS 

LOT 

DATE 

GRADE 

1 

1838 

AG 

13 

1854 

VG 

2 

1838 

V-6 

Holed  at  top 

14 

1855 

Fr/G 

date  clear 

(worn  obv.  die) 

3 

1841-0 

V-2 

G  -1-  Fr.  (worn 

15 

1857 

VG- 

rev.  die) 

V-4or  N-2? 

4 

1844-0 

V-2 

G-(Sm.O)  Rot. 

16 

1857 

G-VG 

V-7 

rev.  180° 

17 

1 857-0 

V-6G  + 

5 

1848 

G-^ 

18 

1858-0 

(- 

V-3  VG-AF 

6 

1850 

V-3 

VG  +  (May  be  V-1 

5truck-thru  wire) 

7 

1850-0 

V-2 

Poor/VG  Holed 

19 

1868-S 

V-1  (sit. 

8 

1851-0 

V-2 

G 

damage  rev.) 

9 

1852 

V-3 

VG 

VF-EF 

10 

1853ar 

V-3? 

G 

20 

1871-S 

V-1  Fr. 

11 

same 

VG/G 

21 

1872 

V-2'?  AVG 

12 

same 

V-3? 

G  (Holed) 

22 

1872 

G  + 

Postage,  Ins.  will  be  added  to  invoice. 

You  pay  when  you  get  coins,  personal  checks  OK. 

Send  bids  to  James  G.  Johnson,  Box  695,  Sidney,  Ohio  45365 
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The  Transitional  1840-0  Half  Dime. 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


Examination  of  pieces  in  the  early  years  of  the  seated  half  dinne  series 
has  turned  up  a  transitional  half  dime  of  the  type  described  in  the  dime 
series  in  Issue  #5  of  the  Journal.  This  piece  is  an  1840-0  half  dime  with  the 
old  no  drapery  obverse  and  the  new  open  bud  reverse.  The  piece  has  been 
previously  described  by  Kam  Ahwash  in  the  reprint  of  Valentine's  book  on 
half  dimes.  The  description  is  that  of  the  second  piece  listed  on  page  150  of 
this  reprint. 


As  in  the  dime  series,  many  modifications  were  made  in  the  half  dime 
obverse  die  when  drapery  was  added  under  Liberty's  elbow  in  1840.  Notice- 
able differences  occur  in  the  shape  of  the  rock,  the  position  of  both  hands, 
the  shape  and  position  of  the  scroll  and  shield  and  the  folds  in  the  gown.  At 
the  same  time  the  reverse  was  also  modified  but  not  as  extensively.  In 
particular  the  lettering  was  increased  in  size  and  the  buds  in  the  wreath 
were  opened  by  adding  a  slit  at  the  end  of  each  bud.  One  additional  differ- 
ence in  the  half  dime  reverses  that  many  will  find  to  be  the  easiest  way  to 
identify  them  occurs  in  the  two  clusters  of  leaves  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
word  "DIME".  In  the  old  closed  bud  reverse  each  of  these  two  clusters  has 
four  leaves.  In  the  new  open  bud  reverse  each  of  these  clusters  has  only 
three  leaves., The  other  six  leaf  clusters  have  the  same  number  of  leaves  on 
both  reverses. 


The  reverses  of  two  1840-0  half  dimes,  both  without  drapery  on  the 
obverse,  are  shown  for  your  comparison.  The  open  bud  reverse  is  that  of  the 
transitional  piece.  This  is  the  same  reverse  that  was  used  for  the  1840-0  with 
drapery  obverse,  showing  the  beginning  of  the  die  crack  from  the  right  stem 
to  the  rim.  The  closed  bud  reverse  on  the  shown  half  dime  also  has  many  die 
.cracks.  These  include  one  through  N  in  UNITED,  though  the  first  T  in 
STATES, Ithrough  the  first  A  and  the  E  in  AMERICA  and  also  through  the 
right  stem  to  rim. 

Other  transitional  pieces  may  exist  in  both  the  dime  and  half  dime 
series.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  use  reverse  dies  over  a  period  of  several 
years  during  this  time.  A  little  time  spent  in  examination  and  study  of  a 
collection  can  frequently  yield  surprising  and  unusual  results.  However  one 
must  have  some  ideas  of  what  to  look  for  and  have  a  sharp  eye  for  the  un- 
usual or  unexpected.  The  pictures  of  the  reverses  of  the  two  1840-0  half 
dimes  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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New  Open  Bud  Reverse 


.  .  .  .  DEALERS  IN  CHOICE  &  RARE 
UNITED  STATES  COINS. 

.  .  .  .  INVESTMENT  COUNSELING 
&  PORTFOLIOS. 


.  .  .  .  SPECIALISTS  IN  MINT  STATE, 
RARE-DATE  SEATED 
LIBERTY  COINAGE. 


m.  6  Simons  &  associates,  ltd 

113  Essex  Avenue  —  P.  O.  Box  275 
NARBERTH,  PA.  19072 
(215)  667-9955 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


In  Kam  Ahwash's  "R 
Factors  of  Liberty  Seated 
Dimes"  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  Journal  I  feel  that  the 
1848  and  1853-0  were  over- 
looked. In  well  over  100 
issues  of  Coin  World  in 
the  past  three  years  I 
have  seen  only  three  1853-0 
dimes  listed  as  "Unc." 
In  fact,  only  15-20  were  in 
VF  or  better.  Since  Sept. 
1974  I  have  seen  only  one 
1848  dime  listed  as  "Unc." 
IN  Coin  World.  Granted, 
Coin  World  is  not  perfect  as 
a  data  source  but  so  few  of 


these  two  coins  have  been 
listed  that  it  must  be  more 
than  sheer  coincidence. 
I  find  it  very  hard  to  believe 
that  more  than  75  of  each 
exist  in  "Unc."  If  this  were 
the  case  I  probably  would 
have  seen  at  least  ten  of 
each  listed.  If  anyone  has 
any  additional  information 
I  would  by  happy  to  hear 
from  them. 

Brian  E.  Keefe 

LSCC  #140 


Concerning  the  New 
Orleans  mint  mark  sizes 
on  Seated  Quarters  which 
Kam  Ahwash  discussed  in 
his  column  in  Issue  #5, 
he  notes  that  he  only  knows 
of  varieties  for  the  years 
1840,1843,1854.  Well,  I've 
got  another  one  for  him. 
I've  got  an  1855-0  with  a 
weak,  but  definite  Small  O, 
as  if  it  were  struck  from  the 


worn  reverse  dies  of  the 
1840-1843  era.  The  coin 
grades  only  AG-G  (I  st.ill 
adhere  to  Brown  an^  Dunn) 
but  the  wear  has  liitie  to  do 
with  the  weakness  and  cer- 
tainly not  the  size  of  the 
mint  mark. 

Bill  G.  Carpenter 
LSCC  #70 


I  notice  you  receive 
many  letters  asking,  "How 
many  coins  of  such  and 
such  a  date  do  you  estimate 
are  still  in  existence?"  This 
is  a  good  question  since 
mintage  figures  are  not 
much  use  in  determining 
the  scarcity  of  many  coins. 
If  someone  with  the  know- 
ledge and  inclination  would 
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take  the  entire  seated  ser- 
ies, list  all  dates,  mintage 
figures,  and  the  number  of 
coins  still  thought  to  be 
available,  and  put  it  in  a 
booklet  form,  I  think  it 
would  be  well  received. 

Andrew  J.  Mescaros 
LSCC  #249 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS, 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


r  M  A  COLLECTORD 


DEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 


I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD       HALF  DOLLARSQ  DOLLARSD 

SIGNATURE 


DIMESD 

ALL  SEATEDD 

DATE 


m  Membe-'ship  Fee  -  $5.00  per  year  plus  $2.00  initiation  || 
S  fe'    Fillin  the  above  and  mail  with  $7.00  to:  Sf 

m       Mel  H  ('field  •  P.O.  Box  51  •  Marion,  Indiana  46952  & 


From  the  President 

I  have  been  very  much  encouraged  by  the  continued  growth  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  during  the  past  year.  With  new  varieties 
being  discovered  almost  every  year  in  the  Seated  Series ,  I  think  that  the 
club  can  play  a  vital  role  in  gathering  and  updating  information  on  these 
new  items.  A  reexamination  of  rarity  and  price  is  also  in  order  for  many 
well  known  issues.  The  recent  sharp  rises  in  the  trends  prices  for  several 
seated  quarters  will  attest  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  rarity  of  these  issues  in 
numismatics  circles. 

I  am  hopeful  that  the  New  York  meeting  of  LSCC  in  August  will  provide 

many  members  the  opportunity  to  meet  each  other  and  exchange  ideas  on 
Liberty  Seated  coinage.  For  my  part  I  will  show  a  selection  of  my  slides  of 
Seated  dimes,  mostly  close  up  shots  or  dates  and  mint  marks.  The  slide 
show  will  take  place  after  the  formal  meeting  of  the  club. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 
Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 

BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  ail  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 

Numismatist  J||k 

lM.ANA-.54,  ((ra 
^HF  ANS-ASA-LSCC-PAST-PRES. 

1 -(2 15)872-4936 
738  Pennsylvania  Ave.   •Box  422  •      Media,  Penna  19063 


BUYING  &  SELLING 
ALL  RARE  AND  SCARCE 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 

WE  EARNESTLY  SOLICIT  YOUR  WANT  LIST 


WE  ARE  IN  NEED  OF  NICE  GRADE  COMPLETE  OR  NEAR 
COMPLETE  SEATED  SETS  AND/OR  COLLECTIONS.  QUICK 
CONFIDENTIAL  CASH  ALWAYS  AVAILABLE. 

WE  PAY  'TOP  DOLLARS' 

STOP  BY  OUR  TABLE  AT  MOST 
AAAJOR  COIN  SHOWS. 


B  &  B  COIN  CO. 

Bill  Grayson    *    Bob  Schweitzer 
ANA  —  RCDA  —  ISNA  —  LSCC  #1 
105  S.  MAIN  ST.    •    FAIRMOUNT,  IND.  46928 

Phone  (317)  948-41 1 1  or  41 12  (Coin  Dept.) 
10:30  A.M.  -  5:30  P.M.  Monday  through  Saturday 


